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FOREWORD 
 

Principals, Teachers, Administrators: 

Evaluating student performance is a basic part of the educational process and calls for the highest 

level of professional skill and understanding.  Texas Education Agency regulations stipulate that 

academic grades must reflect the degree of student mastery of the Texas Essential Knowledge and 

Skills (TEKS) for a subject or course. 

These TEKS have been translated into District philosophies, goals, objectives, and scope-and-

sequence documents in the Fort Worth ISD Curriculum. Per EG and EIA LOCAL polices, each 

teacher shall be expected to use the FWISD provided curriculum documents including FWISD 

endorsed accelerated curricula in the planning of their daily lessons.  Teachers are also to use 

FWISD adopted or approved instructional materials and resources. These curriculum guideposts, 

along with local board policies, form the basis for grading procedures.  This guide will assist you 

in evaluating student progress and in making assignments of grades. 

Our system of reporting student progress must continue to evolve and improve.  In this regard, 

your ideas for further improvement are sincerely solicited and encouraged. 
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To assure effective communication, any notice required by policy to be sent to the parent or guardian of a 

student shall be written in the language spoken by the pare







11 

assignments, quizzes, tests, reports, reading assignments, writing assignments, portfolios, written 

responses, etc.  

 

Homework is used to enrich and embed the topics and concepts covered in the course.  The intent is to 

guide the student toward mastery.  Homework is not intended for summative assessments.  Homework 

cannot count more than 10% of the six-weeks grade.  Homework should not be punitive.  Assignments 

should be able to be successfully completed with resources (i.e., internet access and technology) that are 

readily available within flexible timeframes to accommodate differing student schedules and pace. 

 
Calculation of Six-Week Grades  

Grades are calculated based on weights established by the teacher and approved by the principal.  This 

information should be shared with students and parents at the same time as the class syllabus is distributed 

to students. 

 

There should be a minimum of eight grades docu
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Semester Exams 

 

All high school students are required to take a semester examination and/or complete a culminating 

activity in each course.  The grade on the semester exam or culminating activity is worth 1/7 of the 

semester grade.  Senior students may be exempt from taking second-semester final exams.  See the 

Semester Exam Exemption section. 

 

Middle school students enrolled in high school courses, except World Language courses, will be required 

to take a semester exam or complete a culminating activity.  The semester exam or culminating activity 

will be worth 1/7 of the semester grade.  

 
Calculation of Semester Grades 

The grade the student receives on the semester examination or culminating activity will be used to 

determine the semester grade for the course.  The semester grade for students with six reporting periods 

will be calculated as follows: 

 

1st Six Weeks Grade   2/7 of Semester Grade (28.5%) 

2nd Six Weeks Grade   2/7 of Semester Grade (28.5%) 

3rd Six Weeks Grade   2/7 of Semester Grade (28.5%) 

Semester Exam   1/7 of Semester Grade (14.5%) 

 

4th Six Weeks Grade   2/7 of Semester Grade (28.5%) 

5th Six Weeks Grade   2/7 of Semester Grade (28.5%) 

6th Six Weeks Grade   2/7 of Semester Grade (28.5%) 

Semester Exam   1/7 of Semester Grade (14.5%) 

 

The semester grade for students with nine reporting periods will be calculate0 0 1 168.98 489.67 Tm
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Redoing Assignments or Retaking Tests 
 
Board Policy allows a student who receives a failing grade on a test or assignment, except for semester 

exams, the opportunity to redo the assignment or retake the test.  The student or parent must initiate the 

request according to the following parameters: 

 

¶ The student and/or parent must request to redo an assignment or retake a test within five days 

from the earlier of the date the assignment or test was returned to the student or entered into the 

student grading system. 

 

¶ The student will be provided an opportunity for tutoring or re-teaching prior to retesting.  This 

may occur during class time, before or after school, or at another time agreed upon by the teacher 

and student. 

 

¶ A teacher may requ87.38e
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Semester Exam Exemptions 

A senior student will be granted an exemption from taking a semester exam during the second semester 
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Middle School Grade Reporting 
 
Semester grades at middle school are computed by averaging the numerical grades for the first three six-

weeks grading periods to arrive at the first semester grade, and by averaging the grades from the fourth 

through sixth six-week grading periods to arrive at the second semester grade.  However, middle school 

students who are enrolled in high school courses, except world language courses, will take a semester 

exam or complete a culminating activity.  The semester grade will be computed by the method described 

in the Calculation of Semester Grades section above. 

 

Middle school students not enrolled in high school courses may be required to take a semester exam or 

complete a culminating activity at the discretion of the teacher and principal.  The grade earned on the 
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Explanation of Letter Grades 
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Pass (70) Fail (68) Fail (69) 0.5 credit for 

first semester 

Fail Retake second 

semester and the 

EOC (web-based 

curriculum may be 

used for certain 

courses) 

Fail (68) Pass (80) Pass (74) 1.0 credit for full 

year 

Fail Retake EOC exam 

Fail (68) Pass (70) Fail (69) 0.5 credit for 

second semester 

Not an 

EOC 

Course 

Web-based 

curriculum progra1 re
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RIGHT OF ACCESS TO STUDENT RECORDS, CURRICULUM 
MATERIALS, AND DISTRICT RECORDS/POLICIES 

 

Instructional Materials 
 
Parents have a right to review teaching materials, textbooks, and other teaching aids and 

instructional materials used in the curriculum, and to examine tests that have been administered to 

the parent’s child. 
 
A Parent is also entitled to request that the school allow his/her child to take home any instructional 

materials used by the student.  If the school determines that sufficient availability exists to grant 

the request, the student must return the materials at the beginning of the next school day if 

requested to do so by the child’s teacher.  [EF (LEGAL)] 

 
 

EFFECT OF EXCESSIVE ABSENCES ON COURSE CREDITS 
 

Excessive absences are noted on the student’s transcript with an * placed by the course grade. 
 

Fine Arts SE S1 S2 Av Cr. 

1051A Honors Art 1A H *78  78 0.00 

1051B Honors Art 1B H  *87 87 0.00 

Accompanying footnote at the bottom of the transcript will read: * No credit given due to 

excessive absences. 
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Home Tutored Pregnant Students Attendance 
 
Attendance is compiled weekly.  Pregnant students, with the appropriate medical documentation, 

can choose to receive Compensatory Education Home Instruction (CEHI), locally called the 

prenatal/postnatal tutoring program (FNE policies). Texas Education Agency (TEA) guidelines for 

this CEHI program must be followed. The guidelines require tutoring b
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¶ 8 semesters in social studies 

 

The calculation of class rank excludes grades earned in or by: 
 

¶ A local credit course; 
 
¶ A course for which a pass/fail grade is assigned; 

 
¶ Credit by examination, with, or without prior 
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For the graduating classes of 2020, 2021, and 2022, the grading scale and related GPA scales will 

remain the same: 

 
 

Grade  TIER I  TIER II TIER III 

97 and above 5.0  4.5  4.0 

94–96 4.8  4.3  3.8 

91–93 4.6  4.1  3.6 

87–90 4.4  3.9  3.4 

84–86 4.2
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Grade Unweighted 

Si
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COURSE CHANGES 
 
Students may request a course change within the first ten days of school if on a traditional schedule or first 

five days of school if on a block schedule.   

 

An 
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¶ The student has earned a passing grade in a subject or course but failed to earn credit due to 

excessive absences. 
 
To receive credit for the course, a student must score a 70 or above on the CBE. Examinations will 

be administered according to established District procedures. 
 
Prior to offering a student an opportunity to demonstrate mastery or to earn credit by this method, 

the school counselor or another appropriate District employee will review the student’s educational 

record to determine whether the student has had prior instruction in the subject or course. 
 
Middle School 

 
Students in grades 6 – 8 who have received prior instruction in previous courses may be placed into 

the appropriate course or courses based upon evidence from sources such as prior performance in the 

subject, teacher recommendations, and scores on locally 
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Procedures for Taking a CBE for Acceleration 

 
1. Dates for Credit by Examination (CBE) testing for acceleration are published by the 

District’s Advanced, Accelerated, and Innovative Learning (AAIL) Office at the beginning 

of the school year. 
 

2. Individual school campuses notify students of these dates via notices posted in the 

school, school announcements, and/or information sent home to parents. 

 

3. Students contact their counseling office to register for CBEs and to complete the 

Credit by Examination Student Form.  A student may take a CBE for a particular 

course only once during each testing cycle and a total of two times.  The counselor 

must verify and sign this form. 
 

4. The District’s AAIL Department orders the CBEs and sets the site(s) for the 

examination(s) to be administered. 
 

5. Parents receive a notification letter from the District’s Advanced, Accelerated, and 

Innovative Learning (AAIL) Office indicating the time and place designated for test 

administration. The school counseling office also receives the information included in 

theparent notification letter. 
 

6. The CBE is administered on the designated date and time. 
 

7. The CBE is sent to be scored. 
 

8. The CBE scores are received by the District’s Advanced, Accelerated and Innovative 

Learning (AAIL) Office and are provided to the campus counseling office. 
 

9. Students receive a copy of their CBE results. 
 

10. Counselor works with the Campus officer, Academic Achievement Record (AAR) 

technician for transcript history update in cases where credit is awarded. 
 

11. The student’s transcript is updated to reflect any credit(s) awarded. The CBE test score 

earned shall not be used for calculation of grade point average or in determining class rank.  

CBE test scores are coded on the student’s transcript with an (E) for each examination for 

acceleration or a (T) to note it is for credit verificatio92 re
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DISTANCE LEARNING AND CORRESPONDENCE COURSES 
 

All Grade Levels 
 
Distance learning and correspondence courses include courses that encompass the state-required 

essential knowledge and skills but are taught through multiple technologies and alternative 

methodologies such as mail, satellite, Internet, video-conferencing, and instructional television. 
 
Resident students, students temporarily residing abroad, or out-of-school youth and adults are 

able to earn units by taking correspondence courses from another educational institution. 
 
If a student wishes to earn credit through enrollment in a correspondence course or a distance 
learning course that is not provided through the Texas Virtual School Network (TxVSN), as 

described below, the student must receive written permission from the principal prior to enrolling 

in the course or subject.  If the student does not receive prior approval, the district will not 

recognize and apply the course or subject toward graduation requirements or subject mastery. 
 
All courses must have been approved by the Commissioner of Education and must include the state-

required essential knowledge and skills. The program must be supervised by a school counselor. 
 
Grades earned in these courses are recorded on the transcript but are not used in the calculation of 

GPA.  Students in the 12th grade should complete these courses at least 30 days prior to graduation 

to be eligible for graduation at the end of the term. 
 

Texas Virtual School Network (TxVSN) (Secondary Grade Levels) 
 
The Texas Virtual School Network (TxVSN) has been established by the state as one method of 

distance learning. A student has the option, with certain limitations, to enroll in a course o
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local teacher.  All OnRamps courses are guaranteed to transfer to any public institution in Texas. 

 

To be eligible to enroll in college courses and also be awarded credit toward state
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GRADE-LEVEL CLASSIFICATION 
 
After the ninth grade, students are classified according to the number of credits earned toward 

graduation. 

By state law, each student entering 9
th 

grade is to have a six-year graduation plan developed in 

conjunction with the parents and counselor. 
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i. Having the home school teacher provide the student with the syllabus 
assignments so that the student may keep up with the content and skills that the 
students are learning at the home school, or 

ii. Retake the course, or 
iii. Enroll in a FWISD online course 

 

An incomplete grade may not be carried over to a new school year. A code 
“I” for an incomplete is available on the electronic grade card system, but not on 
the state transcript system (AAR Minimum Standards). 

 

b. When a student is assigned to Metro Opportunity/or another alternative setting where a 
course is only offered as a regular level class, the student will lose the grade points for an 
honors level course if the semester is completed at Metro/or another alterative setting. 
There are no grade points assigned to cycle (six-weeks) grades. Only semester grades 
receive course points for the grade earned and thus will afferr
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If a student is transferring from a Texas school district or Texas charter school and has a “D” letter 

grade equivalent to a 70, credit will be awarded for the course per Texas Education Rule, 

19TAC§74.26 (a)&(c). 

Grades earned in non-accredited schools shall be handled in accordance with FD (LOCAL). Students 

from non-public, out-of-state, or out-of-country schools may have transcripts that record a “D” letter 

grade and award credit for courses with a grade numeric value lower than the Texas passing standard 

of 70. Per TEA staff, the 6ET
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CREDIT RECOVERY 
 
A student who fails a course may retrieve credits multiple ways: 

 

¶ A student may retake the class during the school year, or 
 
¶ A student may retake the class in the District-approve
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Credit Recovery Using a Credit by Exam (CBE) 
 

A student can take a CBE to recover credit for a failed course. To receive credit, the student must 

earn a score of 70 or above. The score is recorded on the student’s transcript and coded with a “T” 

indicating credit is earned.  The score on the CBE is not included in the calculation of GPA. The 

original failing grade is used in GPA calculation. 
 
 
Summary of Credit Recovery Methods 

 

Method Available For  Grade 

Needed 

GPA Impact 

Retake Course ¶ A student who fails a course 

¶ This is the only option for a 

student who fails both the 

course and the EOC for 

Biology and US History. 

70  Original failing grade 

and new grade are 

calculated into GPA 

District-

Approved 

Credit 

Recovery 

Program 

(provided the 

course is available) 

¶ A student who fails a course 

not requiring an EOC, or 

¶ A student who fails Biology, or 

US History but passes the EOC, 
or 

¶ A student enrolled in Algebra I, 

English I, or English II who 

fails both the course and the 

EOC  

70 (in 

addition, 

100% of 

coursework 

requirements 

must be 

met) 

Grade will be noted on 

transcript, but will not 

be used in the 

calculation of GPA 

CreditByExam 

(provided an exam 

is available for the 

course) 

¶ Any student who fails a course 

regardless of whether the 
course requires an EOC 

70  Grade will be noted on 

transcript, but will not 

be used in the 

calculation of GPA 
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ACCELERATION FOR OVER-AGE STUDENTS 
 
Web-Based Learning (WBL) or Academic Acceleration Initiative (AAI) for High School 
Students 

 
The  Web-Based Learning (WBL) program  or Academic Acceleration Initiative is an initiative that started 

in the 2012-2013 school year. The program is utilized in all secondary schools and specialized 
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